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Abstract

The Kapitan System on the Malay Peninsula originated during the
Portuguese colonial period in the 16th century and was subsequently adopted and
continued by the Dutch, the British, and local Malay rulers, gradually developing
into an indispensable part of the region’s political and social structure. The
history of Chinese Kapitans in Negeri Sembilan can be traced back to the 1850s,
with records identifying Sheng Ming Li as the first Chinese Kapitan. However,
research on Chinese Kapitans in Negeri Sembilan remains incomplete; existing
studies are mostly limited to individual cases, and due to fragmentary archival
materials and the absence of newly discovered sources, several key questions
remain unresolved: (1) when the Chinese Kapitan system was officially
introduced in Negeri Sembilan; (2) how many Chinese Kapitan were appointed;
and (3) when this system was ultimately terminated. To bridge these gaps, this
paper utilizes newly uncovered archival records from the National Archives of
Malaysia to conduct a thorough examination of the lineage of Chinese Kapitans
in Negeri Sembilan, thereby providing a more comprehensive understanding of
their succession and enhancing broader research perspectives on the Kapitan
System.
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37 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.

% National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.

3 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.
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OEZE g (F) P (BRI LEHATH) (F2P) 0 F 4590

42 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.
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HEAEZESUR T2 R > {81 Wong Yin [&] RyigLA SRS — - fEAEE
SCJERH - Wong Yin #5f# & “Capitan Macao” » BI{XFEE R EETE AAVEE A H
WP 5 ifii Khoo Sam Hiff# & “Capitan Kheh” » B/ Q2% 52 R 5E A AIHE AR
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43 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.

4 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.

4 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0003428, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Selangor,
Pejabat, No. 5722/1884, “Enclose a Report by Asking Mr. syers As to the Existence of Chinese
Secret Societies in Selangor,” 16 July 1884.

4 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.
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W — o JRBZEENFNEM — - BHAN o RIS AL THETRE
F ) WS (Trph 1881 4F) WK - $HELE ML R EAVAEE - ©FE -
f£—/U\VEFEEHANEP CEllrfz &) (Straits Times Weekly Issue )
B HEEE "4 FEFEL 2, (The Queen’s Jubilee Memorial ) FY¥r
- SCE T ERERGE S L EEE T EE - KBRS IR
ARt - AR RS IRR A B SR ETRRNS5 - 3l AT R At #E A %8
Hh R TR ) - B EEE AR EE A O Chin Woh F1ZE= - [ A
%1585 - 0 — /\NLOF/\H » B E#Hitig - EESEETE (—/ULOFE
EEZEZFEE A ) (Annual Report on the State or Sungai Ujong for the Year
1890) th - HrfE B B HY B PIET T R EHE

Fet g L S o

e EHREE BRYEFE A R - R SRRy ARSI ENRER
B E S > BERETEAER T E RN - EXRTER AR
R AR A E NPT ER RN Z — © 5k > FE— /NI
FEHRBUTEEERT - & T — (0 EER E MRV - B0 TEF UM
sLEK T ERE AR - HFET Kim Neo jy— /UL 4R [ B E 55 - 115
s B NGB E BRI T o IRERZAE SR B AL > R

48 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0003428, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Selangor,
Pejabat, No. 5722/1884, “Enclose a Report by Asking Mr. syers As to the Existence of Chinese
Secret Societies in Selangor,” 16 July 1884.

Yo () (FEXERTE) (XF  HEWY £ 642021 &) > F 123

%0 “The Queen’s Jubilee Memorial,” Straits Times Weekly Issue, 6 July 1887, p. 4.

51 B < % ! “Icannot conclude this Report without recording the sudden death of Mr Chong Fong
Chong, one of the Chinese Members of Council, in August. He was a man of no means, but his
honesty and straight-forwardness in dealing with matter brought before him gave him much
influence.” - “Annual Report on the State or Sungai Ujong for the Year 1890,” in Straits

Settlements Government Gazette, v. 25, no. 13-25 (Apr 3-June 26, 1891), p. 1390.
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EHitE » HU T —R Tt EEEE =N - — - @R A ZF Kim
Neo ; — ~ #HELEMYES Fong Lim (EMIZ Ah Yiew 2 ) ; =~ #EE
YT Chong Yong Chong - ZAif » FHFY Ah Yiew ~ Fong Lim #1 Chong
Yong Chong CL4EIR[a[HEY - AR ENFEIFEIERFEE - LiBEkREZ - Kim
Neo FH}T$60 45 Ah Yiew > #ERK—2ILaE o 4% > Kim Neo [A/#E B35
TR R %YH#JES‘E’““EE%@J%E%Téﬁiiﬁzﬁ% YSESUENN
HT - DU H 1% AR 57 (S ) AR R A Y 4 -

BEAh > AEMBUNREBIREZ R ER —HH#H - £/ U0
R bR T EERIEEE S E NI > FEZE SR Pt se LRSS
(Kuala Pilah) A —fir#E AEEZ(EASCT (Beting) HYEEAH LT
ZEI AT BRSO P 2R R Ah Lai B0 A Lai o SiRIE
BAWISCRE - AR TEE NPT Ah Lai FERBARIAE 508K - ””—T/‘
Fy—/JEERIREZE SRR Eﬁﬁﬁ*é"&%ﬁ SRS o DR IR E VRS
2 METTREEE) - WHE 18 RS-SRSO 28 $100 © 2T JH:L
ErrRERIEREA - XT%AEEM\H Ah Lai 71 Towkay Lim Toh FrEFRAVELE
%iKELH:,T\szJ PRI 2 EEREHIPR A © %58 (A& 2 SURREC#E R —/\
NZHFEA+ZH » BF Ah Lai DIgE ANFE PS5 Towkay Ah Pah
BRI %i{%ﬁlﬁ%ﬁ%%% - °H B Ah Lai #:Z(FREE N AFHYE

52 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424951, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 774/1892, “Informs that he has received an application from Kim Neo the wife of
the late Captain China asking that the lease which belongs to her husband may be placed in her
name,” 14 Jun 1892.

5 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424243, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 208/1888, “Malay notice In [u] gambling being prohibited, except in kongres of
kapitan di beting or Towkay Lim Toh in Kuala Pilah.,” 9 February 1888.

5 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424243, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 208/1888, “Malay notice In [u] gambling being prohibited, except in kongres of
kapitan di beting or Towkay Lim Toh in Kuala Pilah.,” 9 February 1888.

5 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424243, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 208/1888, “Malay notice In [u] gambling being prohibited, except in kongres of
kapitan di beting or Towkay Lim Toh in Kuala Pilah.,” 9 February 1888.

% National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0426749, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 963/1892, “Annuals the Bail Bond of the Captain China.,” 12 July 1892.
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B OBIERMEUFEH ) (Straits Settlements Government Gazette ) - EH
thEEAn T — RIS A AN PRI AR R A > BUR AR R
e

EHRERFY O ORBEACHRT T LEZ BAZOLTIAAE
ERTDDE T o 3 ARKRLF B THEHMEN- = T
Ay d A ATRE RGP RES R SBET R
HenEA s sulEpHE T ERELE TEA ) o R *
€ ARG T EFHEL- ELTL
EHEAMET PGS B Y A :
ZBAREEE S | F B E T ?,;gf%i R
B R EF R AR TRIEDE S TR o

=

o
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.
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e EatEEe] R - BT RBUFE RS AR IRERER - BP T
T B E RGBSR EOR © Ho o — )RR BRI R
A HI L ES BIRELAS - [FR > REBUGtEA - BEZ A EIE
2o FEANF PR AL IEFEX AR » BEA1 - TR IBTE REBUR LA 13 N2
FHEFE R T —IH R - B A B TP Ay &2 T SRS B e — <A

S R < % @ “Secret societies have been declared illegal in Negeri Sembilan, thought the

proclamation was not issued before the end of the year. It is proposed to elect a headmen for
each dialect, i.e., for the Chinese from each district in China who have found their way to these
States. A Capitan China for the whole State, and over all dialects will not be appointed. The
headmen will have to give every assistance to the Government where their people are
concerned, and will be called upon to arrange any difficulties that may arise between dialect
and dialect, much in the same way as exists in these State for the Malay chiefs of tribes.”Straits
Settlements Government Gazette, v. 22, no. 17-31 (Apr 6-June 29, 1888), p. 1373.
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TEER A8 ZE SURRAYECE FT L - YA (ZRFEAEE) ~ Wong Yin (—/UJLO
) BlgEE S (—/JLOEHH) gLtttk - EIRIEEE—/ULO
FERIRPEERAL T = ALF 5 AP > 9535052 Chin Woh ~ 22 =71
Pow Ah Sow « E4%: > LU Chin Woh Byffi] » E ARSI EE > FEE5y STk IR
T £ Chin Wo < It 2B BIEA R R EE NPT < 2800 > FAEIGEA
ZREAREE > — RO EMAE—/U\EFEZTAT - fRI% Ang Saw Yee FYAE
tTEwm SRR o (—/\NNEFEKREREFH ) (Negeri Sembilan Annual
Report 1887) gr# I EIFHYEE NFH PR Chin Woh BifEEE - ¥FE A4
= NEAERE - FAESFIAE - HEEREE - HER—/JLOF#
2R E AR EE N T o Bi% » Pow Ah Sow RIlA— /\UL—FHZ AT FydE
NFRFE - Rt BB S L - ARISAEZESTRtECE - Pow Ah Sow 2
KEHUIH (Jelebu) AYZEE A SEwh - PR IE1E 1E 22 STk 45 7% /% “Captain
China of Jelebu” ( HWJ#HE N ) OfEHE(EHE A FHIRT » Pow Ah
Sow JREBIK HEREFRRGNREZ — - "ENE—/JLOFER > B=
(I EE N AT B A R B B2 RN R B R B BT s B #E
IR DU & il P B EE A B AP IR -

58 Straits Settlements Government Gazette, v. 22, no. 17-31 (Apr 6-June 29, 1888), p. 1373.

% Ang Saw Yee, “Kegiatan Kongsi Gelap di Sungai Ujong, Negeri Sembilan (1800-1900),” p. 32.

60 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424747, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 693/1891, “Proposes to Appoint Poh Ah Sow as Captain China,” 16 January 1891,
National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424757, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 1024/1891, “Recommends that the Datu Penghulu & the Captain China of Jelebu
be made members of the State Council,” 22 January 1891.

61 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424757, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 1024/1891, “Recommends that the Datu Penghulu & the Captain China of Jelebu
be made members of the State Council,” 22 January 1891.
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IR TEIE RBUM TS EZ 5 AN B uh BEEA RO  JIiRE (—
S L= FEZRE H ) %F%;) (Annual Report of the States of Sungai
Ujong and Jelebu 1893) cfffy—Ekspiibfin : 15—/ JL=4E2 AT - HEEIER
BT IE 2B P o A B AL PHRIRE » SRR E W A
FHOMPHSEH - 53 R FOREA | RGP ) AYERTT - MERIAREATT & %

BEEXEE A RELAFEENRE S A8
"ﬁrB,%ngﬁﬁo_ﬁa—lﬂbaﬁgiﬁ7;‘\;‘._})&/2#}%@
WE G T - BT SRR BE A

RO APEEF EEFOD o gLt FAMFEAL

e LAECE T R - 22—/ UL=FF » EAZBEESEGEgHE
Ay = {5 N HERI N RIAL - &8RN FHRIRy Chin
Woh F1Z2= - ZJjt Pow Ah Sow REHEEHERS @ AIREERBMAE—/\
IR EE AT R EA - [0 A A S E TR He
17 > FEE RBUF A BT AT EE AT - BEAh - sk PR Y
52 WAL FE A FHREZAMT S GRS R AL - (ER TR T T

62 R < % : “Chinese Headmen: There are two Chinaman in Sungei Ujong drawing allowances as
members of the State Council, and both enjoying the title of “Captain”. One is an octogenarian,
and quite incapable of attending to any important business, the other is a large mine-owner of
considerable influence, but with too many private interests to be looked upon as an impartial
adviser for such a position, and the Chinese themselves have not asked to have any appointment
made. In a small State where the officers of Government are easily accessible a Captain China
is, perhaps, not so necessary as in larger States, where men who are wealthy enough not to fear
rivalry can more easily be found.”National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0006347, Annual
Report of the States of Sungai Ujong and Jelebu 1893, p. 22.
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Woh F12= = HIEFSURMIEHE ) » S ie AP SOREE (SR B0w
TeAHTHED ¢ WD BRI ) o MR HECHYERCEL - FAE— /(Y
> Chin Woh FIE=E2E AT "BHA, - BEEAEFRVEZFM > B
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FUNEIIREZESIRECEE T Chin Woh FIZE = 81— JA B AR HHY — 5 %
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& JRBE NS Tan Ghi Hup WVREEER - WS (TAHBEERAEH © 24
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63 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0006347, Annual Report of the States of Sungai
Ujong and Jelebu 1893, p. 22.

64 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0006347, Annual Report of the States of Sungai
Ujong and Jelebu 1893, p. 22.

65 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0006347, Annual Report of the States of Sungai
Ujong and Jelebu 1893, p. 22.

% Hongkong Daily Press Office: The Directory & Chronicle for China, Japan, Corea, Indo-
China, Straits Settlements, Malay States, Siam, Netherlands India, Borneo, the Philippines, &c,
(Hong Kong: Hongkong Daily Press Office, 1896), p. 393.

67 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to
Sungie Ujong,” in Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882.

6 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0426313, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 991/1896, “Asks for a rehearing of case before Captain Chin Woh, Captain Lee
San and Magistrer,(Mr Desborough)-,” 14 May 1896.
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BE) o WEELL T ERRMY ) BYEETE o 28I > HENEAERAE R SORE 0 TTDAEEE
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FRFER) -~ BRI CRPERMBUFER) - (REEBUTER)
( Negri Sembilan Government Gazette ) ~ ( HEBEIFMEZHEZE)
( Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan) ~ (HFRKBEUGMEZMEE)

6 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0006347, Annual Report of the States of Sungai

Ujong and Jelebu 1893, p. 22.
70 National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0004215, Negri Sembilan Government Gazette Vol IV
(January-December 1899), p. 167.
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"t Middlebrook & Gullick, Yap Ah Loy 1837-1885; gai it @ (4 % @< ) ; Blythe: The
Impact of Chinese Secret Societies in Malaya, pp. 189-190 ; ¥ Z 4% : (® Fx %ipm 5 kL §
T) o (Z R EXEH 54k A7) > F 538539 BEE - mm ™ (F)
(B ke T E24%F%) (5P ) »F 442455450, gt (F1: LE &%
AR e & ) ;5 Ang Saw Yee, “Kegiatan Kongsi Gelap di Sungai Ujong, Negeri Sembilan (1800-
1900)”; 233 ¢ (B VA B EZH) - F 2956 M (HFHWHEL L E) 5 National
Archives of Malaysia, No. 2006/0007608, “Mr Pickering’s Journal: Singapora to Sungie Ujong,” in
Government Papers Relating to the Malay Penisula, 1870-1882 ; National Archives of Malaysia,
No. 1957/0003428, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Selangor, Pejabat, No. 5722/1884, “Enclose a
Report by Asking Mr. syers As to the Existence of Chinese Secret Societies in Selangor,” 16 July
1884 ; National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424951, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan,
Pejabat, No. 774/1892, “Informs that he has received an application from Kim Neo the wife of the
late Captain China asking that the lease which belongs to her husband may be placed in her name,”
14 Jun 1892 ; National Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424243, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri
Sembilan, Pejabat, No. 208/1888, “Malay notice In [u] gambling being prohibited, except in
kongres of kapitan di beting or Towkay Lim Toh in Kuala Pilah.,” 9 February 1888 ; National
Archives of Malaysia, No. 1957/0424747, Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Sembilan, Pejabat, No.
693/1891, “Proposes to Appoint Poh Ah Sow as Captain China,” 16 January 1891 ; National
Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0006347, Annual Report of the States of Sungai Ujong and Jelebu
1893, p. 22 ; National Archives of Malaysia, No. 2007/0004215, Negri Sembilan Government
Gazette Vol 1V (January-December 1899), p. 167.
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